
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL

17 June, 2020

Meeting commenced:   9.30 a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                  “                ended:  12.35 a.m. 

PRESENT: Councillor Charlie McIntyre - Ceremonial Mayor and Chair

Mr Paul Dennett - City Mayor
  

Councillors Derek Antrobus, Sharmina August, Damian Bailey, Michelle 
Barnes, Samantha Bellamy, Barbara Bentham, Paula Boshell, Adrian 
Brocklehurst, Joshua Brooks, Tanya Burch, Jim Cammell, Bob Clarke, 
Stephen Coen, Jillian Collinson, Richard Critchley, Jim Dawson, Stuart 
Dickman, Laura Edwards, Heather Fletcher, Karen Garrido, Robin 
Garrido, Jane Hamilton, Stephen Hesling, Bill Hinds, Ann-Marie 
Humphreys, David Jolley, Roger Jones, Tracy Kelly, Jim King, David 
Lancaster, Ari Leitner, Kate Lewis, Sophia Linden, Mike McCusker, Ray 
Mashiter, John Merry, Margaret Morris, John Mullen, Lewis Nelson, 
Wilson Nkurunziza, Mike Pevitt, Gina Reynolds, Neil Reynolds, Brendan 
Ryan, Arnold Saunders, Robert Sharpe Les Turner, Madeline Wade, 
Ray Walker, Joan Walsh, John Walsh, Darren Ward, John Warmisham, 
Barry Warner, Colette Weir, Michael Wheeler and Ronnie Wilson. 

77. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL BUSINESS

The Ceremonial Mayor asked all present to join him in minute’s silence in respect of 
the many people, particularly those from Salford, who had lost their lives to the 
Coronavirus. 

At the same time, thoughts were also shared for Adam Kay and former councillor and 
Ceremonial Mayor Eric Burgoyne, who had sadly passed away in March. 

The City Mayor extended his condolences to Eric’s family and friends and paid a 
personal tribute, both of which were echoed by other elected members. 

78. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence. 

79. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

80. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meetings held on 15th January and 26th February, 2020 were 
approved as correct record.



81. CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS

The City Solicitor submitted a report detailing proposed amendments to Salford City
 Council’s Constitution, which in summary were:

 Interim, time-limited, changes to assist with the effective operation of remote 
meetings during the Coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic, including a protocol for 
these.

 Changes to the Officer Employment Procedure Rules to in respect of political 
assistants to political groups

 Changes to reflect the transfer of the responsibilities of the Senior Information
Risk Owner (‘SIRO’) from the Monitoring Officer to the Assistant Director of
Strategy and Performance.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT approval be given to the following interim changes to the 
Council’s Constitution, as detailed in this report as interim revised sections of it, to 
apply up to and including 6th May 2021 (unless rescinded, or amended, by the Council 
at an earlier date):

(a) Part 4 Section A - Interim Council Procedure Rules (Standing Orders)
(b) Part 4 Section B - Interim Access to Information Procedure Rules
(c) Part 4 Section D - Interim Scrutiny Procedure Rules
(d) Part 6 Section A - Interim Code of Conduct for Members
(e) Part 6 Section B - Interim Planning Protocol for Members and Officers

(2)  THAT the versions of the above sections, as detailed in (1) above
and previously in force, will automatically come back into effect on 7th May 2021, 
unless the Council rescinds the above interim sections at an earlier date.

 (3) THAT approval be given to the Remote Meetings Protocol, to apply 
up to and including 6th May 2021, unless rescinded or amended by the Council at an 
earlier date.

(4) THAT approval be given to the replacement of the existing Rule 6.2
of Part 4, Section E (Officer Employment Procedure Rules) of the Constitution with a 
new Rule 6.2, as detailed at paragraph 3.3 of the report.

(5) THAT approval be given to the amendment of Part 3, Section F
(Salford City Council’s Scheme of Delegation of the Council’s Non-executive functions 
to Chief Officers and list of Salford City Council’s Statutory and Proper Officers) of the 
Constitution, as detailed at paragraph 4.2 of the report.

82. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS AND THE APPOINTMENT OF   
CHAIRS AND DEPUTY CHAIRS FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2020/21

The City Mayor submitted a report containing details of the membership of committees 
for the Municipal Year 2020/21.



RESOLVED: THAT the membership of the committees and panels and the 
appointments of chairs and deputy chairs for the Municipal Year 2020/21, as detailed 
in the report now submitted (attached at Appendix A), be noted.

83. NOTIFICATION/APPOINTMENT OF CABINET 2020/21

The City Mayor submitted a report detailing recent changes to his Cabinet, which in 
summary were Councillor Tracy Kelly retained her role as Lead Member for Housing, 
but now also took up the role of Statutory Deputy City Mayor, Councillor Paula Boshell, 
who formerly held that position, was appointed to the newly created post of Lead 
Member for Anti-Poverty, Neighbourhoods, Financial Inclusion and Equalities and  
Councillor Jim Cammell becoming the Executive Support Member for Social Care and 
Mental Health, replacing Councillor Jane Hamilton.

RESOLVED: THAT the following membership the Cabinet and wider Mayoral Team
for 2020/21, be noted

Deputy City Mayors Responsibility
Councillor Tracy Kelly Statutory Deputy City Mayor and Lead 

Member for Housing 
Councillor John Merry Deputy City Mayor and Lead Member for 

Children and Young People’s Services

Lead Members Responsibility
Councillor Paula Boshell Anti-Poverty, Neighbourhoods, 

Financial Inclusion and Equalities*
Councillor David Lancaster Environment and Community Safety
Councillor Derek Antrobus Planning and Sustainable Development 
Councillor Bill Hinds Finance and Support Services
Councillor Gina Reynolds Adult Services, Health and Wellbeing

Executive Support Members Responsibility
Councillor Roger Jones Transport
Councillor Stephen Coen Culture, Leisure and Sport
Councillor John Walsh Education and Learning
Councillor Jim Cammell      Social Care and Mental Health
Councillor Mike McCusker Planning, Housing and Sustainable

Development
Councillor Sharmina August Equalities, Communities and Social Impact
Councillor Barbara Bentham Workforce and Industrial Relations

* new position

84.    APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 2020/21
 

The City Mayor submitted a report containing details of appointments to outside 
bodies, together with nominations and appointments to the Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority (GMCA)/Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) 
for the Municipal Year 2020/21.



The following amendments to the report were announced at the meeting:

(a) Working Class Movement Library - Councillor Sophia Linden 
(b) Salford Royal Foundation NHS Hospital Trust - Councillor Wilson Nkurunziza 
(c) Unemployment Resources Centre - Councillor Damian Bailey
(d) Booth Charities - Councillor Joan Walsh to replace Councillor Jim Dawson

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the GMCA appointments and nominations of the City Council, 
as detailed on pages 3 to 7 of the report now submitted (attached at Appendix B), be 
approved.

(2) THAT appointments made by AGMA, as detailed on pages 8 to 10
of the report now submitted (attached at Appendix B), be noted.

(3) THAT the non GMCA and non AGMA nominations and appointments 
of the City Council, as detailed on pages 11 to 13 of the report now submitted (attached 
at Appendix B), including those reported at the meeting and listed above, be approved. 

85. URGENT KEY DECISIONS  

The City Solicitor submitted a report detailing recent key decisions taken in 
accordance with the special urgency powers during the period March to May 2020.

RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted.

86. APPOINTMENT OF POLITICAL ASSISTANTS  

The Chief Executive submitted a report detailing the legislative background to the 
posts of political assistants in local authorities, the scope of the role and constitutional 
changes necessary to proceed with such appointments at Salford City Council.

The City Mayor, while he understood the Conservative Group had a statutory 
entitlement to the services of a political assistant, asked they consider not doing so, 
particularly on the grounds of the additional strain the post would have on the City 
Council’s budget. Councillor John Merry and Councillor Madeline Wade both 
expressed similar sentiments.

Councillor Les Turner welcomed the report and noted the comments which had been 
made. He said the Conservative Group were seeking only similar support to which 
was currently available to the Labour Group and this would not put the former at a 
disadvantage. Furthermore, the post would assist in raising the profile of Salford and 
pressing the needs of its residents with H.M. Government.  

RESOLVED: (1) THAT approval be given to establish for the duration of the current 
administration to May 2021, posts of Political Assistants (known as Political Advisors) 
to those political groups that qualify for such a post in accordance with section 9 of the 
Local Government and Housing Act 1989. The appointment of any political assistant 
to run to the annual meeting of the Council after each election year, with such 
appointment to be automatically renewed, so long as the relevant group remains 



entitled to the services of a political assistant, or until the principle of appointing political 
assistants is changed by Council.

(2) THAT if the Political Assistant posts are to be established, each of 
the current two political groups are entitled to have one Political Assistant, be noted.

(3) THAT the requirement to amend Standing Orders to accommodate
the Political Assistant roles and constitutional changes, as reported to Council in a 
separate report (see Minute 81(4)), be noted.

(4) THAT approval be given to the draft Local Protocol in Relation to
Political Assistants (‘The Draft Protocol’) subject to any minor amendments made 
under delegated powers as detailed in (5) below.

(5) THAT the Assistant Director of Strategy and Performance in
consultation with the Assistant Director of Human Resources, City Solicitor and
Group Leaders, be given delegated authority to make minor amendments to the draft 
protocol.

87. STATEMENT OF THE CITY MAYOR 

The City Mayor made a number of announcements, highlighted issues and made 
comments as follows:

(a) This week marked the third anniversary of the Grenfell Tower fire, which had claimed 
the lives of 72 people. The fire had raised awareness of the dangers of certain building 
cladding systems and the need for them to be replaced. This included tower blocks in 
Pendleton, where the necessary work had finally commenced, following delays 
primarily caused by procrastination by H.M Government and despite Salford City 
Council’s attempts to bring about a quick resolution to the matter. A tribute was paid 
to the residents of the blocks for their forbearance during this time and it was hoped 
the recent commencement of the remedial works would provide some comfort going 
forward.

(b) Thanks were extended to all Salford residents for the manner in which they had 
responded to the challenges created by the ongoing Covid-19 emergency. Particular 
mention was made of those who had lost relatives, friends and colleagues to the virus.

(c) In the face of this adversity the City Council and a wide range of partner agencies, 
volunteer groups and individuals had all in various ways provided vital support local 
communities throughout Salford. 

A report was submitted which detailed the work which had been done since the start 
of lockdown on 23rd March 2020, with specific reference was made to:

 The Spirit of Salford Network and helpline
 Connect Youth and Community Centre
 Dancing with Dementia
 The Belt and Road Association (UK)



 Councillor Samantha Bellamy who had prepared 600 meals a week for vulnerable 
local residents

During this period, a localised welfare system had effectively been created in 
Salford, supporting those who did not fall within H.M. Government’s shielded list. 
This had been made possible through the hard work of officers, local councillors, 
health professionals, local businesses, together with the enthusiasm and 
commitment of residents and the voluntary sector, in a true demonstration of the 
“Spirit of Salford”.  

(d) Criticism was levelled at H.M. Government for the way it had handled the Covid-19 
emergency, particularly the delay in enforcing lockdown to manage the rate of infection 
and the ambiguous guidance provided. Consequently, the UK had the highest per 
capita Covid-19 death rate in the world. 

At the same time it had highlighted long standing issues of social inequality, most 
notably that 200,000 children in England had missed free school meals during 
lockdown, which had resulted in H.M Government reversing its policy on the issuing 
of summer food vouchers, following a successful campaign by England footballer 
Marcus Rashford.

(e) The Care Quality Commission (CQC) had been asked by H.M. Government to 
undertake an investigation as to why, early into lockdown, hospitals had discharged 
Covid-19 patients, particularly those who resided in care homes, yet this had been the 
official guidance at that time. There had been similar failings and a lack of a coherent 
approach, in the roll-out of testing, contact tracing and infection control schemes. In 
contrast, Salford’s localised response to the pandemic had been both phenomenal 
and co-ordinated, this had included care home testing for both residents and staff.

(f) H.M. Government had withdrawn its “Everyone In” policy which had aimed to redress 
the problems of homelessness and rough sleeping, specifically during the Covi-19 
emergency. This was compounded by, at the same time, there was a need to ensure 
social distancing regulations were enforced and the ceasing of funding was contrary 
to help achieving that.  
 

(g) The likely economic impact of Covid-19 on local authorities was stark. In Salford it was 
projected there would be £58m negative hit on finances, including extra demands on 
adult social care, children’s social care, loss of business rates and council tax, 
reduction in income from fees and charges, loss of the Manchester airport dividend 
and interest on loans. While H.M. Government had provided £16m in emergency 
funding, it was feared such financial support would not be sustained in the long-term. 
However, the City Council would continue to campaign in this regard to ensure the 
interest of its most vulnerable residents were protected.

(h) H.M Government had similarly failed to provide a coherent strategy in terms the 
operation of schools during the crisis and continued to do so. With the lack of any clear 
guidance forthcoming, Salford City Council had adopted a careful risk assessed and 
safety focussed approach to school openings. This had seen primarily Year 6 pupils 
returning to school in the City, while 75% of students remained at home.

 



(i) At a national level, the UK’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) had shrunk by 20% in 
April alone. H.M. Government, following a threat of widespread redundancies by small 
businesses, had been forced to drop plans to introduce employer contributions into its 
furlough scheme. The economic landscape appeared bleak, with challenging times for 
both the Country and Salford. Further H.M. Government announcements on funding 
were awaited and would be vital in determining the future path of Salford City Council. 
In the meantime, it would continue to respond to the challenges presented by the 
ongoing emergency, with the same energy and vigour it had done throughout it.

88. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CITY MAYOR 

Q1. Councillor John Warmisham echoed the City Mayor’s comments regarding the 
removal of the cladding from the blocks in Pendleton and similarly welcomed the 
recent commencement of the remedial works. He also expressed criticism of the 
actions of H.M Government which had prevented an earlier resolution to this matter.

Councillor Robin Garrido commented that the actions of the City Council had been 
central to the cladding on the Pendleton blocks not being removed and replaced much 
sooner. (also see Minute 87(a))

Councillor John Merry said the delays had been wholly due to the actions and 
contradictory guidance provided by H.M Government which had continually thwarted 
the City Council’s endeavours to bring about a speedy resolution to this issue. 
Councillor Gina Reynolds endorsed these comments and those of Councillor 
Warmisham.

The City Mayor noted these comments and reiterated the City Council had always 
been committed to a swift resolution to the replacement of the cladding on the 
Pendleton blocks, but H.M. Government’s prevarication had prevented this.

Q2. Councillor Les Turner referred to the City Mayor’s criticism of H.M. Government’s 
handling of the Covid-19 emergency and said this had not been balanced and failed 
to reflect the financial support which had been provided directly to local authorities and 
otherwise. Councillor Ari Leitner and Councillor Arnold Saunders both echoed these 
comments. (also see Minute 87(d))

Councillor John Merry said the City Mayor’s comments were measured and justified 
and ones he fully endorsed.

The City Mayor acknowledged the additional funding provided by H.M Government 
and while this was welcomed, it did not truly reflect the extra demands placed upon 
local authorities. In the long term, this would result in an increase in the national debt, 
a burden which he hoped Salford residents, particularly its most vulnerable, would be 
expected to indirectly meet. 

Q3. Councillor Heather Fletcher welcomed the City Mayor’s statement with regard the City 
Council’s response to the Covid-19 emergency. She also endorsed his praise of 
Councillor Samantha Bellamy and added that, her recent volunteer and altruistic 
activities and contribution to the community had been recognised by the High Sheriff 
of Greater Manchester. (also see Minute 87(c))



The City Mayor endorsed these comments.

Q4.  Councillor Gina Reynolds paid tribute to Salford City Council employees, those of 
partner agencies and the community in general, who had risen to the challenges 
presented by the Covid-19 emergency. She made particular reference to the efforts to 
supply PPE (personal protection equipment) to care homes, the local testing in the 
City as well as Salford City Council’s adoption of the Unison’s Ethical Care Charter 
and a commitment to protect the employment conditions of those employed in the 
public care sector in recognition of the important role they played. (also see Minute 
87(c)and (e))

The City Mayor endorsed these comments, particularly in terms of the often-
undervalued role of care workers and for them to be appropriately remunerated.

Q5. Councillor Lewis Nelson extended thanks to various group and individuals from 
Cadishead, for their activities in supporting the local community during the current 
Covid-19 emergency. Councillor Laura Edwards expressed similar thanks in relation 
Walkden South, as did Councillor John Warmisham for Salford Loaves and Fishes 
based in Langworthy. Councillor Gillian Collinson added her thanks to volunteers in 
Boothstown and Ellenbrook.

The City Mayor noted these comments and added his own thanks, to both those 
groups and individuals who had been identified, as well as the many others across 
Salford who had selflessly risen to the challenges the Covid-19 emergency.   

Q6. Councillor Tracy Kelly shared the concerns of the City Mayor at the decision of H.M. 
Government to withdraw its “Everyone In” policy and the implications of this, 
particularly as this was a time when the problem of homelessness was exasperated 
by Covid-19 and this had been an initiative to address it. (also see Minute 87(f))

The City Mayor endorsed these comments and said Salford City Council remained 
committed to robustly lobbying H.M. Government for them to make appropriate funding 
available to local authorities in Greater Manchester to tackle this issue.

Q7. Councillor Ari Leitner expressed concerns at the speed schools in Salford were re-
opening and asked for this to be accelerated. Councillor Arnold Saunders and 
Councillor Karen Garrido both echoed these comments. (also see Minute 87(h))

The City Mayor noted these comments and said the City Council was committed to re-
opening schools, but this had to be carefully managed and include a comprehensive 
risk assessment. 

Q8. Councillor Arnold Saunders expressed thanks for the support and assistance which 
had been provided to Salford’s Jewish community during the Covid-19 emergency. He 
paid particular tribute to the work of the City Council’s Registrar’s Service.

The City Mayor welcomed these comments which he endorsed.



Q9. Councillor Roger Jones questioned the reasoning and the lack of risk assessment, 
which had been employed with the national policy of transferring patients from hospital 
to care homes in the early days of the Covid-19 emergency. He asked the City Mayor, 
in due course, to consider an investigation to evaluate the impact of this on care homes 
in Salford. (also see Minute 87(e))

The City Mayor said he shared these concerns with regard to the policy, which had 
seen 25,000 people transferred from hospitals to care homes without being tested for 
the Coronavirus. He said he would also consider the requested local investigation.

Q10. Councillor Karen Garrido expressed concerns at the tone of some comments at the 
meeting and suggested these were unnecessarily partisan and confrontational, 
particularly at a time when there was a need for greater party political co-operation in 
facing the challenges of the Covid-19 emergency.  

She also urged for the City Council’s scrutiny panels to resume their role as soon as 
possible.

Councillor David Jolley said scrutiny panels would be resuming in the near future and 
Salford City Council’s Covid-19 Recovery Plan would provide the focus for their 
activities.

The City Mayor noted the comments regarding scrutiny panels and confirmed there 
was a commitment for them to start meeting and recommence their invaluable 
activities, as soon as possible. 

Q11. Councillor Bill Hinds praised all local authorities and their staff who he said had been 
in the vanguard of dealing with the Covid-19 emergency. This demonstrated their 
importance and the vital role they played, but over the past 10 years had not been 
reflected in the funding received from H.M. Government. (also see Minute 87(g))

The City Mayor welcomed these comments and agreed that H.M. Government’s 
austerity policy had compromised Salford’s resilience and the response it had been 
able to provide to the emergency.

Q12. Councillor Jim Cammell provided details of measures which had been introduced on 
highways across Salford, which allowed for social distancing guidance to be followed 
by pedestrians and cyclists. He encouraged walking and cycling wherever possible, 
rather than the use of motor vehicles. 

The City Mayor noted these comments which he endorsed.

(At this point in proceedings (12.05 p.m.), the Ceremonial Mayor, in accordance with
Part 4 Rules of Procedure, Section A, Rule 12 of the Salford City Council
Constitution, asked whether members wished to extend the meeting beyond the
regular finish time of 12.30 p.m. It was duly agreed there should be such an extension
and for the meeting to now conclude at 12.45 pm.)



Q13. Councillor Jim King referred to the problems which had been experienced nationally 
with regard to the supply and distribution of PPE, with a contributing factor being the 
lack of manufacturers in the UK.

He also commented that an unexpected effect of the Covid-19 emergency had been 
a reduction in air pollution, due to people self-isolating and travelling less.

The City Mayor noted these comments which he endorsed.

89. CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 2020/21 

Submitted, the proposed schedule of City Council meetings for 2020/21.

RESOLVED: THAT approval be given to the following schedule of dates for City 
Council meetings during the Municipal Year 2020/21:

Wednesday, 15 July, 2020
Wednesday, 16 September 2020
Wednesday, 18 November, 2020
Wednesday, 20 January, 2021
Wednesday, 24 February, 2021 (Budget)
Wednesday, 17 March, 2021
Wednesday, 19 May, 2021 (AGM)
(all commencing at 9.30 am)

A full audio/visual recording of these proceedings can be found on the Salford City 
Council website Council 17 June 2020 Webcast

Appendix A

07 Membership of 
Committees and Regulatory Panels 2020-21.docx

Appendix B

08 Appointment of 
Reps to Outside Bodies.doc

https://salford.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/487429

